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attractive place to invest. New w oodlands w ill also help to promote farm 
diversificat ion and create new employment opportunities in the t imber 
industry. 

The w ooded landscape create d in the Forest area w ill provide many 
opportunit ies for sport and recreation . The init iat ive w ill also contribute 
to the Green Network (see Policy GEI0, page 98) resulting in better 
foot paths (see Policy T8. page 260) and nature conservation benefits (see 
Policy GE I I , page 99) . 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Implement ing the South Yorkshire Forest Plan in consultat ion with 
commun ity groups, local firm s and landowners. 

Dec iding planning applications. 

Negot iating with developers and entering into legal agreements to extend 
wood land in the Forest area (see Policy CFS , page 173). 

Seeking grants from the Forestry Autho rity, Countryside Comm ission, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and other funding bodies for 
tree plant ing and oth er environmental schemes, as appropriate. 

Entering into management agreements, where appropriate. 

Including derelict land in the City Council's land reclamation programme . 

Seeking sponsorship from the business commun ity. 

Providing supplementary planning guidance describing how deve lopment 
proposals can contribute to the South Yorkshire Forest. 

GE15 TREES AND WOODLAND 

Trees and woodland will be encouraged and protected by: 

(a)	 planting, managing and establishing trees and woodland, 
particularly in the South Yorkshire Forest; and 

(b)	 requiring developers to retain mature trees, copses and 
hedgerows, wherever possible, and replace any trees 
which are lost; and 

(c)	 not permitting development which would damage 
existing mature and ancient woodlands. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Trees and wood lands represent the natural land cover for most of 
Sheffield. However, much of this is only semi-natural as it has been 
managed by humans over thousands of years. 

Th e Government's national planning guidance recogn ises that t rees 
enhance the quality of the countryside, provide a habitat for w ildl ife and 
soften and add characte r to built-up areas. 
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Mature woodland, and ancient sites in particular, are extremely valuable 

areas fo r w ild life. They can also have a high value fo r informal recreation . 

Woodlands often contain sites of archaeological interest such as 

earthwork feat ures co nnected wi th past woodland management or sites 

of a much earlier date. 

Trees improve the local clim ate, help offset global warming and reduce 

po llut ion by abso rbing carb on dioxide and by producing oxygen. 

Plant ing new woodlands and the protection of existin g woodlands, 
co pses and hedgerow s are important elements in the creation of the 

Green N etw ork (see Poli cy G EI0 , page 98) . Governme nt nation al 

planning guidance states th at development plans may formulate proposals 

for planting and preservation of trees and woodland. 

Carefu lly managed woodlands can offer more op po rt unit ies for wildlife 

and rec reat ion, and can be im po rtant sources of timber production. 

T he South Yorkshire Forest represents a way of reclaiming derelict land, 

increasing tree cover and creating a greener environment in t he north 

and east of Sheffield . It will also provide employ ment, help dive rsify the 

farmin g econo my, and improve facilities for leisure and recreation . 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

D ecidin g planning appli cat ion s. 

Making Tree Preservati on O rde rs. 

Creating t he South Yorkshire Fo rest linking existing and new planting, and 

including majo r developments and trans po rt corr idors. 

Implem enting t he C ity Council's Wood land Pol icy. Its primary aim is to 

ensure th e protection, proper managem ent and co nt inued existe nce of 
wood lands. 

Implement ing po licies and proposals in t he Sheffield Nature Conservat ion 
St rategy, where app ro pr iate. 

Requiring developers to submit an accurate survey of all exist ing trees, 
grou ps of trees, shru bs and hedges (by stem and crown exte nt for trees), 
where appro priate . 

Entering into legal and management agreements, where appropriate. 

Improving the C ity Council's own managem ent of trees and woodlands, 

and advising others on how to improve th eir management . 

Enco uraging community involvement in woodland management. 

Providing a countryside management and open space management 
serv ice throughout Sheffield. For information on pr iori ty areas, see 
Putting the Plan into Action, page 302. 

Improving t he management of existi ng trees and woodland , part icular ly 
where t he present stock is under t hreat through lack of past 

managem ent, o r where t he site is co nside red to be of special impo rta nce 
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to the City for environmental, landscape or recreational reasons (e.g. 
Porter Valley: Rivelin Valley). See also the section, Making it Happen 
(page 305), for more information on how the management of t rees and 
wood land might be improved through planning and other powers, and by 
negotiating with deve lopers. 

Planting trees and wood land, with particu lar regard to their ecological 
effect (except where this would damage known archaeological sites). 

Supporting tree -planting initiatives by other public aut horities, vo luntary 
groups, the private sector and individuals. 

GEI6 LAKES, PONDS AND DAMS 

As part of the creation of the Green Network, lakes, ponds 
and dams will be protected and enhanced as wildlife habitats, 
attractive features and, where appropriate, for public access 
and recreation. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Lakes, ponds and dams are important w ildlife habitats. The dams in the 
valleys to the west of Sheffield are also important sites for industri al 
archaeology. T his makes them a valuable educational resource . 

Well designed and managed water areas are attractive featur es, even if 
public access is not possible. 

The y are also very important for a number of leisure activities such as 
fishing, model-boat sai ling and canoeing. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applications. 

Negotiating with develope rs and entering into legal agreeme nts to retain 
and provide access to water features (see Policy CF5, page 173). 

Encouraging developers to retain existing lakes, ponds and dams and to 
include new ones in their landscaping proposals . 

Creating new lakes and ponds on City Council-owned land, where 
appropriate opportunities arise. 

Encouraging access to, and use of, lakes, ponds and dams for recreation 
where appropriate , taking account of nature conservation, safety, existing 
recreationa l users and the interests of landowners. 

Providing a countryside management and open space management 
service throughout Sheffield (for priority areas, see Putting the Plan into 

Action, page 302) . 

Consulting, and working in partnership wi th, local residents and vo luntary 

groups . 

t. 
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Providing appropriate advice to developers, w hich could include 
supplementary planning guidance or development briefs. 

Funding projects through grant aid from bodi es such as English N ature 
and the Countrys ide Commission. 

GEI7 RIVERS AND STREAMS 

As part of the development of the Green Networl<, all rivers 
and streams will be protected and enhanced for the benefit of 
wildlife and, where appropriate, for public access and 
recreation. This will be done by: 

(a)	 not permitting the culverting of any river or stream 
unless absolutely necessary and encouraging the re
opening of culverted watercourses where opportunities 
arise; and 

(b)	 requiring that any development involving alterations to 
the channels of rivers and streams be designed in a way 
which is sympathetic to nature conservation and 
archaeological interests; and 

(c)	 expecting the setting back of new development to an 
appropriate distance from the banks of major rivers and 
streams to allow for landscaping; and 

(d)	 encouraging the creation of a continuous public footpath 
along one bank of major rivers and streams, except where 
this would conflict with important nature conservation 
interests or public safety. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Rivers and streams in urban areas are important visual features wh ich 
help to define different areas of Sheffield. 

They are also important w ildlife habitats and form links betw een habitats. 
This value is lost or reduced if watercourses are culverted or canalised. 

The Sheffield rivers are also of historical impo rtance because of their use 
for water pow er in the 18th century, or even earlier. Remaining w eirs 
and dams are evidence of th is use. 

Many rivers and streams are neglected and hidden away behind buildings, 
w ith refuse dumped on their banks. 

Redevelopment of older industrial areas, like the Sheaf Valley, presents an 
opportunity to open out rivers, allow landscaping and provide public 
access. How ever, safety needs to be taken into account, together wi th 
the interests of wildlife and existing users such as anglers. 

The 8 metre distance referred to in the definit ion allows const ruct ion of a 
foo tpath , where possible, w ith wheelchair access and a cycle track 
together w ith appropriate landscaping. It is also the distance wi th in 
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which the Environment Agency may control development along Main 
Rivers (Don, Rother, Sheaf and Blackburn Brook), through its bye-laws, 
to allow access for maintenance . 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Normally refusing planning permission for culverting or canalisation as 
part of development. unless it can be shown to be essential. 

Encouraging deve lopers , owners of land alongside rivers and other City 
Council departments to re-open culverts and landscape watercourses, 
w herever an opportunity arises. 

Providing appropriate advice to developers which could include 
supplementary planning guidance and planning briefs. 

Negotiating with developers for the setting back of buildings and 
provision of a public footpath with access for disabled people, wh erever 
possible (see also Policy CFS, page 173). 

Liaising wi th the Environment Agency, Yorkshire Water and the British 
Waterways Board, as appropriate, 

Negotiating access, wi thout redevelopment, for initiatives such as the Five 
Weirs Walk. 

Consulting and working in partnership with local residents and voluntary 
groups. 

Providing a countryside management and open space management 
service throughout Sheffield. (For priority areas, see Putting the Plan into 
Action, page 302) . 

GE 18 SHEFFIELD AND TINSLEY CANAL 

The Canal will continue to be improved as an important part 
of the Green Network, as a resource for recreation and as a 
focus for development and tourism. New development next to 
the Canal should: 

(a) enhance its appearance and, where possible, provide 
opportunities for recreation and leisure use; and 

(b) respect and promote nature conservation; and 

(c) protect and enhance the heritage value of the waterway. 

Reasons for the Policy 

The Canal is a key feature of the Low er Don Valley, both visually and 
historically. 

It forms a ready-made pedest rian route from the City Centre to beyond 
Sheffield's boun dary. It is also identified as an Area of Natural History 
Interest (see Policy GE 13 , page 102). 



•• 

It is we ll used by anglers and to some extent by boats. Experience 
elsewhere shows that increased use of canals by boats can lead to further 
developments for both leisure and other uses. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Working in partnership w ith the Brit ish Waterways Board and Rotherham 
Borough Council. 

Carrying out, through this partnership, engineering works to the Canal 
itself, landscaping of derelict canal -side sites, the creation of moorings, th e 
refurbishment of canal-side buildings, and the const ruct ion of new lengths 
of tow path and access point s. 

Providing appropriate advice to deve lope rs in development briefs. 

Consulting local residents and voluntary grou ps. 

WATER RESOURCES AND FLOOD DEFENCE 

Water is a vital natural resource which is often taken for granted . 
However, its supply is under increasing pressure through use in the home 
and by industry. It is important that water resources are managed 
efficiently to maintain supplies and protect development from the threat 
of flooding . 

The Policies in this section aim to ensure that the quantity and quality of 
water resources are protected and that development is not affected by 
flooding . 

GE 19 WATER RESOURCES 

Development will be permitted only where it would not have 
an adverse effect on the quantity or quality of surface or 
groundwater resources. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Water resources are under pressure from both pollution and rising 
demand from industry and use in the home. Although many 
deve lopments which may cause damage to water resources are subject 
to po llution-cont ro l legislat ion, some developments fall outside such 
controls (e.g. developments affecting the quantity of water in a river) . 

The Government's national planning guidance states that part icular 
atte nt ion should be paid to the protect ion of gro undwater resources. 
Once groundwater has been contam inated it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to restore its quality. 

T here are many licensed river-water users along the rivers in Sheffield. 
Fu rth er large-scale use of river wate r needs to be restricted to prevent 
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losses to the watercourse system and to protect the rights of existing 
users. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applications. 

Consulting with the Environment Agency. 

GE20 FLOOD DEFENCE 

Development will not be permitted where flooding risks to it 
or to existing development would not be overcome by suitable 
on-site protective measures. Where necessary, off-site flood 
prevention measures will be required before a new 
development takes place. 

Reasons for the Policy 

New development can result in the loss of flood plain and/or increased 
run-off to minor watercourses and Main Rivers which could cause 

flooding problems for the proposed and existing developments. 

Government national planning guidance emphasises the importance of 

ensuring that, where drainage considerations arise, they are always taken 

into account in determining planning applications. 

Large-scale, or numerous small-scale, developments can have a significant 

impact on the overall capacity of a river system. New developments 

may lead to increased flooding elsewhere. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applications. 

Consulting with the Environment Agency. 

Ensuring that on-site and off-site watercourses are adequate, or are 

improved by the developer, to cater for additional flows resulting from 

any development. 

Entering into legal agreements to require developers to carry out or 
finance, major off-site surface water drainage improvements, where 

appropriate. 

Attaching conditions to planning permission (Grampian-type conditions) 
which, where necessary, would prevent a development from proceeding 

until off-site flood alleviation measures have taken place . 
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GE21 PROTECTION OF WASHLANDS
 

Development will be permitted in wash lands only where: 

(a)	 it would not significantly affect the ability of the washland 
to store floodwater; and 

(b)	 there would be no serious risk to the development from 
flooding or pollution. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Although the designated washlands are mainly within th e Green Belt, 
giving protection from most development, this is not considered sufficient 
by the Environment Agency. Some uses w hich may be acceptable in the 
Green Belt (e .g. mineral extraction, waste disposal) can be damaging to 
washlands. 

If a river is depr ived of its washland (e.g. by development which raises 
the height of land or creates a barrier to floodw ater) it can lead to more 
serious flooding problems elsewhere , perhaps affecting built -up areas, 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applicat ions 

Consulting wi th the Environment Agency. 

POLLUTION 

People are increasingly concerned about the effects ofpollution on their 
health and the environment. The pollution ofthe air by chemicals is all 
too common as a result ofvehicle and industrial emissions. Ground 
contamination can be caused by inappropriate waste disposal and 
industrial processes. Noise pollution is common around heavy industry - and major roads. With a few exceptions, Sheffield's rivers are badly 
affected by industrial pollutants and sewage. 

Industries in some areas ofSheffield are known to cause pollution. Where 
the sources cannot be removed it is important to locate sensit ive land 
uses , such as housing, away from these areas in order to protect the 
health of residents . This also ensures that existing or new industry is 
able to expand without affecting nearby housing. 

The Policies in this section aim to ensure that pollution problems from 
existing and new sources are minimised. 
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GE22 POLLUTION
 

Development should be sited so as to prevent or minimise the 
effect of any pollution on neighbouring land uses or the quality 
of the environment and people's appreciation of it. 

Reasons for the Policy 

T he Government places a strong emp has is on po llut ion control in its 
White Paper on Britain's Environmental Strategy. 

Its national planning guidance states that development plans may include 
policies to improve a poor environment and to control po llution . T he 
guidance advises that pollution pol icies should be balanced against other 
po licies for the improvement of the physical environment, the 
conservation of the natural environment and amenity, and the protection 
of natural resources. 

Pollut ion damages the environment and affects peop le's health. It can 
reduce the amount of land available for deve lopment and creates a bad 
image. Many parts of Sheffield are affected by air, water or no ise 
pollution . In some areas there are land contamination problems. One of 
the ways that the Plan aims to improve the environment is by preventing 
and reducing these problems. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Consult ing extensively with the Health and Safety Executive and the 
Environment Agency before determining planning application s. 

Applying Environmental Assessment legislation, as appropriate (see 
Putting the Plan into Action, pages I 12-1 16), 

Deciding planning applications. 

Promoting joint initiatives with other public , private and voluntary bodies 
and the public aimed at preventing or reducing pollution . 

Lobbying Government departments to press for amendments to national 

policy. 

GE23 AIR POLLUTION 

Development will be permitted only where it would not locate 
sensitive uses where they would be adversely affected by 
sources of air pollution. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Air po llution damages the health of people , animals and plants and can 
also lead to a deterioration of building materials. It can be transported 
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significant distances from its original source. 

The enviro nmental effects of air po llutio n, such as health damage, dirty 
buildings and loss of crop production , can be difficult and costly to 
rem edy. 

It is often residents in old and deprived areas of Sheffield who suffer the 
worst effects of air po llution. 

The siting of hou sing and industry near to each other could, in some 
circumstances, damage residents' health and w ell-being. 

If sensit ive uses are sited careful ly the continued operation o r expansion 
of existing or new industry is not prevented . 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Carrying out extensive consultat ions w ith the Envir onment Agency before 
determining planning applications. 

Deciding planning applications. 

Using Environmental Assessments to invest igate the po lluting aspects of 
new development, where appropriate (see Putt ing the Plan into Action, 
pages 305-306). - Using computer models to predict air pollution effects from existing and 
proposed developments , including traffic schemes. 

Encourag ing the use of public transport , cycling and wa lking, and 
regulat ing the use of cars (see Policies T I to T I0 and T 16, pages 252
264 and 27 1). 

Implementing traffic-m anagement schemes w hich reduce vehicle 
congest ion, facilitate smooth t raffic flow s, and reduce the impact of 
vehicles on the envir onment (see Policy H 18, page 167 and Policies T 12 
to T 14, pages 266-269). 

Lobbying Central Government departments for amendments to national 
po licy. 

GE24 NOISE POLLUTION-
Development will be permitted only where it would not: 

(a) create noise levels which would cause a nuisance; or 

(b) locate sensitive uses and sources of noise pollution close 
together. 

Reasons for the Policy 

N oise pollut ion is irritating and can cause st ress for people living and 
w orking nearby. 

Government nationa l planning guidance states that planning policies 
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should deal w ith the siting of new development expected to give rise to 
no ise, and the siting of sensit ive uses w hich may suffer from noise . 

T he siting of housing close to existing land uses know n to generate high 
no ise levels could damage residents' health and we ll-be ing. 

Overcoming noise nuisances and rem edying health problems w hich 
result from no ise pollut ion can be costly to achieve. 

If sensitive uses are sited carefully the continued opera tion or expansion 
of existing or new industry is not prevented . 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applicat ions. 

Using statutory powers to set noise limits and conditions on operation 
pr ior to the commencement of construction works. 

Using Environmental Assessments to investigate the polluting aspects of 
new deve lopment. where appropriate (see Putting the Plan into Act ion , 
page 305-306) . 

Using computer mo dels to pred ict noise effects of deve lopments, 

Making available sound- insulat ion grants to properties likely to be affected 
by noi se from major road deve lopm ents, in line w ith statuto ry 
requirements. 

Encouraging developers to provide a high standard of noise insulat ion 
between houses. 

Promoting consultation and jo int initiatives w ith other publ ic, pr ivate and 
vo luntary bod ies and the general public, aimed at control ling noise 
pollut ion. 

Implementing traffic-management schemes which prevent or redu ce 
noise from vehicles and oth er transpo rt pol icies w hich reduce traffic (see 
Po licies H 18, page 167, and T I2 to T 14, pages 266 -269) . 

Monitoring and controlling noise generated by major developmen ts (e.g. 
the airport and roads). 

Invest igating noise com plaints from domestic, commercial and industrial 
sources, and use of statutory enforcement pow ers as necessary. 

GE25 CONTAMINATED LAND 

Where contaminated land is identified, development will not 
be permitted on, or next to, the affected land unless the 
contamination problems can be effectively treated so as to 
remove any threats to human health or the environment. 

Reasons for the Policy 

Contaminated land (including closed landfill sites) may conta in to xic 



chemicals and dangerous gases (e.g. methane). These can be a hazard to 
the occupiers of new buildings, either on o r adjacent to the site . 

Toxic chemicals and poisonous gases can contaminate grou nd and surface 

wate rs and damage plants. 

The Government's nation al planning guidance states that land 
contaminat ion [leeds to be taken into account in the preparation of 
development plans and in deciding planning applications . It advises t hat in 
order to minimise associated risks, potent ially contaminated sites should 
be identified at the earliest stage of planning. 

Bringing derelict land back into productive use can help w ith the 
regeneration of the olde r areas of the City and helps to reduce pressures 
for development on greenfield sites. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Carrying out a City-w ide survey to ident ify potentially contaminated land 
(including closed landfill sites). 

Monitoring known closed landfill sites fo r potential hazards. 

Controlling immediate hazards identifi ed on privately owned sites 
through enforcement action. 

Taking remedial action to control immediate hazards identified on City 
Council-ow ned sites. 

Requiring the develo per or landowner to produce a land contamination 
survey to ident ify the nature and extent of contamination befor e planning 
permission is granted for development on a potentially contaminated site 
(land w here there are reasonable grou nds to suspect contaminat ion). 

Deciding planning applications. 

Using conditions in grant ing waste disposal licences and other legislation 
relating to control of landfill site hazards. 

Consul ting with the Environment Agency in relat ion to any proposed 
development on o r next to contaminated sites. 

GE26 WATER QUALITY OF WATERWAYS 

Development will be permitted only where is would not cause 
damage to the waterway environment and people's 
appreciation of it by reducing the water quality of rivers, 
streams or the Canal. 

Every effort will be made to enhance the environmental value 
of waterways by improving their water quality to at least Class 
2 standard. Priority will be given to: 

(a)	 the Rivers Don, Little Don, Rother and Sheaf, the 
Blackburn Brook and the Shire Brook; and 
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(b) open waterways in Housing Areas; and 

(c) waterways where the public have access to the banks. 

Reasons for the Policy 

For considerable parts of their length, the water quality of Sheffield's 
waterways are adversely affected by inadequate sewers and sewage 
treatment, and inadequate treatment of industrial wastes. 

Only the River Rivelin and part of the River Loxley are Class I in 
Sheffield, The Sheaf and Porter Brook become Class 3 in the built-up 
area. The Don (Class 3) and the Rother (Class 4) are polluted upstream 
of Sheffield. The Shire Brook is also Class 4. The Canal is Class 2. Map 
6 (opposite) shows the water quality classes of rivers, streams and the 
Canal in Sheffield . 

Clean, healthy waterways provide valuable wildlife habitats and can be 
used for recreation. They also help to encourage the regeneration of 
run-down areas of Sheffield by improving the visual image of the area. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Consulting with the Environment Agency and Yorkshire Water when 

deciding planning applications. 

Not permitting developments likely to result in unacceptable levels of 

pollution. 

Requiring pollution-control measures in accordance with guidelines issued 
by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions, 

Applying Environmental Assessment legislation, as appropriate (see 
Putting the Plan into Action, pages 305-306). 

Attaching conditions to planning permissions designed to prevent or 
minimise pollution in line with the requirements of the Environment 

Agency. 

Continuing to press Yorkshire Water to continue their improvements to 

sewerage systems and sewage treatment works. 

Pressing the Environment Agency to accelerate the programme of 
applying consent levels to unconsented or deemed consent discharges, 

Liaising with the Environment Agency to receive regular results of 
monitoring of river quality and eflluent discharge compliance, and 

publication of the results. 

ENERGY RESOURCES 

The Industrial Revolution started the process of altering the local climate 
and environment by changes in agricultural and industrial practices. The 
demand for energy has continued to increase and with it the possibility of 
causing irreversible change on a global scale . 
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The scient ific consensus is that global warming is likely to occur as a 
result ofthe gases which are being added to the atmosphere. The 
Government is pursuing a co-ordinated strategy to improve energy 
efficiency in all sectors ofthe economy, and has introduced new 
regulations and controls. 

Energy conservation is mainly dealt with under the Building Regulations 
but planning policy can also exert influence , both on building design and 
on the use ofalternative forms ofenergy generation. 

GE27 ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES 

The development of alternative energy sources will be 
permitted where it would not significantly harm the natural or 
built environment nor create unacceptable living conditions for 
nearby residents. 

-
Reasons for the Policy 

Th e Government's national planning guidance, its White Paper, Thi s 
Common Inheritance, and its Environmental Strategy, favour the 
development of renewab le energy sources w hich are economically 
attractive and environmentall y acceptable . 

Some renew able energy sources, such as w ind and solar pow er, do not 
emit environmentally harmful gases such as carbon dioxide. And use of 
such energy sources does not reduce their future availability and it saves 
finite resou rces such as coal, oil and gas . 

Com bined heat-and-power syste ms use waste heat from a pow er plant, 
refuse incinerator or indust rial process, and normally provid e heating of 
prem ises by means of hot water. T he Bernard Road incinerator is 
current ly used to provide cheap heating fo r parts of central Sheffield. 
Incineration also reduces the vo lume of domestic waste by 9 1% w hich, -
in turn, red uces th e need for landfill sites. 

l.andlill gas , a mixture of methan e and carbon dioxide gas emitt ed from 
w aste land-nil sites, can cause fires and exp losions if uncont rol led and 
contributes to global warming. How ever, it can be controll ed safe ly to 
supplement gas supplies, pow er vehicles and generate heat and 
electr icity. 

While alte rnat ive energy sources are acceptable in pr inciple , broad 
conditions must be met to avoid other damage to the enviro nme nt. For 
example, w ind farms are inevitably located in conspicuous, hilly locations. 
T hey need to be carefully sited in order to avoid being visually intrusive. 
It is also important to avoid adverse effects on peo ple living or passing 
nearby. 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applicat ions. 
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Providing advice to developers, which could include supplementary
 
planning guidance or planning briefs.
 

Negotiat ing with developers to minimise any adverse effects on the local
 
enviro nment
 

Cons ult ing w ith local residents.
 

Developing the use of landfill gas on sites owned by the City Co uncil.
 

GE28 WIND ENERGY 

The development of wind turbines will be permitted where, 
individually or cumulatively and taking into account any 
proposed mitigating measures: 

(a)	 impacts on the landscape would be kept to an acceptable 
level, particularly in Areas of High Landscape Value and in 
areas conspicuous from the Peak National Park; and 

(b)	 there would be no significant adverse effects on the living 
conditions of people nearby from noise, shadow flicker or 
electromagnetic interference, or risk to public safety; and 

(c)	 no damage would be caused to a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest or Local Nature Reserve and there would be no 
significant harm to other nature conservation sites, 
Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings or significant 
archaeological sites; and 

(d)	 provision is made for the removal of the installation when 
its use ceases, and the restoration of the site to its 
original condition. 

Reasons for the Policy 

O f all sources of renewable energy, w ind tu rbines are inevitably one of 
the most conspicuous . T heir need for exposed locatio ns leads to the ir 
being sited in areas seen as being part icularly attrac t ive and unspoilt 

T he Government's national planning guidance stresses the need to weigh 
careful ly its policie s for develop ing renew able energy sources w ith 
policies for protecting the environme nt 

People living close to win d turbines need protect ion fro m specific adverse 
effects in addition to the visual impact of development 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applications.. 

Providing advice to developers, w hich could include supplementary 
planning guidance or planning briefs. 

Negot iat ing w ith developers to minimise any adverse effects on the local 
environme nt 

•
•



•• 

Appl ying Environmental Assessment legislation, as appro priate. 

GE29 ENERGY CONSERVATION 

Measures to conserve energy will be expected in: 

(a)	 the design, orientation and layout of buildings; and 

(b) .	 the location of development; and 

(c)	 improvements to the transport network and in the 
management of traffic. 

Reasons for the Policy 

T he Government's national planning guidance and its White Paper, Thi s 
Common Inheritance, encourage energy conservation , in order to 
reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and the depletion of energy 
sources. 

Buildings can be designed to take advantage of new techniques fo r energy 
conservation (see Pol icy BE5, page 64). 

The location of different types of development influences how much 
peop le need to travel and the scale of carbon dioxide emissions fro m 
veh icles. 

Emission of 'greenhouse' gases can also be reduced by more energy
efficient tran sport policies and encouraging public transport , walkin g and 
cycling (see Policies T I to T I0, pages 252-264). 

How it will be put into practice 

By: 

Deciding planning applicat ions. - Providing advice to developers, w hich could include supplementary 
planning guidance or planning briefs. 

. ', .. 
Environmen [01 

.. , . , .. . 
• - I ••• , .. . 

I · . " 

[he Governmenc 's 

, I ': " 

. , 



120
 


